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1. Fold the paper into
8 equal sections.

4. Fold it in half lengthwise.

L
R

2. Fold it in half and cut along

the line indicated by the arrow.

5. Push the ends together
to form a booklet.

3. This creates a slit
in the middle.

6. Done. Your pocket
guide is complete.
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Tips for Talking Science in the Wild

Stay Curious, Not Combative:
Ask, “What makes you think that?”
before responding with facts.
Facts Need Feelings:

People trust people, not PDFs. Share
why you care about the topic.

JO
o

Policy vs. Public:

Remember your audience.
Policymakers need the so what
(impact, cost, outcomes). The public
wants to know why it matters (human
connection, relevance).

©

When the Feed Gets Wild:

Don’t feed social media trolls.
Your fingers may itch to write an essay
to a misinformed keyboard warrior,
but remember that curiosity > combat.

You're modeling how scientists think,
not just what they know.
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Talking Science
in the Wild

A Pocket Guide
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Science is for sharing,
including outside of the lab.

Right now, conversations about science matter
more than ever. Misinformation travels faster than
facts, research funding faces constant pressure,
and public trust in science can feel fragile. But
trust isnt built in press releases. Nor is it built in
confrontation, conflict, or debate. It's developed in
moments of curiosity and connection.

Every conversation about science is a chance to
build understanding and trust. When you read the
room and connect before you correct, people listen.
That's how we keep science—and trust—alive in
the wild.

This pocket guide is your handy reference sheet for
when science steps outside the lab.
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"Before You Speak" Checklist

| Who am I talking with?

| What do they actually care about?

What's the one thing | want them

N4
to remember?

V Am | using language that will
resonate with them?
H | gi h

\/ ave | given them a reason

to care?




